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What really is a FLIPped 
classroom?



“ Flipped Learning is a pedagogical approach 
in which direct instruction moves from the 
group learning space to the individual 
learning space, and the resulting group 
space is transformed into a dynamic, 
interactive learning environment where the 
educator guides students as they apply 
concepts and engage creatively in the 
subject.”
Flipped Learning Network



ESL and FLIPping
Critical for students to ….
 Students can access ‘instruction’ wherever and whenever
Students can access it as many times as they like
Classroom time is used to apply new skills, actively engage 
students in the learning process, provide individualized 
support



Flipping the ESL Classroom

FLIP represents the four pillars of the ideology

• Flexible Learning Environments

• Learning Culture

• Intentional Content

• Professional Educators



Flipping the ESL 
Classroom

• Flexible classroom environments
 “Controlled Chaos”
Rearrangement of learning space, tailored to 
activity:
 Group work, pair work, independent study, performance,  

evaluation, research



Flipping the ESL 
Classroom
• Learning culture –a shift

• Instruction can take place outside of class time at each individual’s 
pace

• Class time is about…
• exploring topics deeper
• assessing understanding
• asking questions
• giving opportunities for students to apply concepts



Flipping the ESL 
Classroom • -ED endings Video

Learning Content:
At home, students 
can watch video

In the classroom, 
application activity

http://screencast.com/t/vmJigFW3Qxrb


Classroom 
Application 
Activity



• Have students 
put grocery 
items in piles

Have groups 
create recipes 
and generate 
shopping lists



Flipping the ESL 
Classroom

• Intentional Content
• Not all new content lends itself to being ‘flipped’
• Flipped content allows students to:

• Explore on own outside of the classroom
• Develop conceptual understanding and procedural 

fluency
• Allows teachers to:

• Maximize class time for active learning and 
application

• Peer instruction, problem-based learning, etc.



Flipping the ESL Classroom

• What content should be taught in the classroom?
• Communicative
• Application of structures

• What content can (and should) be taught outside of the 
classroom?

• Heavy cognitive load
• Structures that some learners need repeated



What content or 
structures require 
more individual 
learning?

Video on Chunking

Intentional Content

http://screencast.com/t/U1KAGzM5mj


Flipping the ESL 
Classroom

• Professional Educators
• In the flipped model, teachers become more crucial

• Flipping can be more demanding in the beginning
• While less direct instruction, more planning on what to flip

• During class time, observing, giving feedback, assessing



Flipping the ESL Classroom



Flipping the ESL 
Classroom

• Professional Educators
• Use analytics to target teaching



Flipping the ESL 
Classroom

What we know about Flipping

Flipping is blended learning at its best...

Interconnected or multiplicative learning



Let’s hear . . .
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